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\KE MOTORS Has the
light Prices on Used Cars...

1893 Chevy Corsica Bive, #1843U, with options.
1983 Chevy Corsica sie, #18450.
1993 Olds 88 Royale Program car; white with blue cloth.
1993 Olds 88 Royale program car; biue with blue cloth.
USED CARS...
1991 Chevy Astro Van Good condition!
1991 Subaru Legacy super clean!
1990 Chevy Corsica Red, extra clean.
1988 Ford Taurus LE Great condition.
1987 Chrysler 5th Avenue super clean; low miles.
1987 Olds 88 Royale Low miles: good condition.
* 1984 Olds Delta 88 we finance!

1991 Chevy C1500 Stk. #1674U; Dealer demo; 24,000 miles

1980 Ford 1/2-Ton Pickup Regular cab; v-8.
*Home of Award Winning Service"”

LAKE MOTORS, INC.

* Chevrolet « Geo

» Oldsmobile » Cadillac
323 S. McCarty

Eagle Lake

Ouwr Price

*10,495%
¥9,995%
¥15,858%
*15,961%

%9,995%
%7,995%
e
*4,995%
*5,595%
%5,895%
32,995%

*10,495%
*6,995%

Se Habla Espaiiol

409-234-5556

Paving track lines brings demise of the ®inky’

Eagle Lake has been a railroad
community since the Buffalo Bayou,
Brazos & Colorado (BBB&C)
chugged through town in the late
1850s, For a long time trains, operat-
ing under at least three of six different
managements, ran through Eagle
Lake; east and west, north and south.

In 1893, the Cane Belt RR was
chartered here. It operated independ-
ently until 1902 when the Santa Fe
took it over. Travelers for decades had
a choice of taking any one of nine
passenger trains stopping here daily.

Ultimately, passenger train travel
ebbed, leaving the iron horses tugging
mostly freight cars on only one line,
the Southern pacific.

Happily for train buffs, it is still in
place for nostalgic types o enjoy.
They can lisien to the array of interest-
ing sounds that only trains can make,
Of course there are those less appre-
ciative who would like 1o discard our
trains because they are noisy, traffic
stoppers.

This railroading outburst was
brought on by the writer’s sormow in
watching the last vestiges — rails and
ties—disappear from local road beds.

Not long ago it was the removal of
these remaining features from the
right-of-way of what was once the

By Rollin Baker

thriving Cane BelvSanta Fe.

Just lately this also happened w
the tracks in the vicinity of Altair of
the long departed San Antonio and
Aransas Pass Railroad (SAAP). Early
Wednesday aftenoon, May 19, the
grooves in which the SAAP rails fit
across Texas Hwy. 71 at Altair were
being obliterated by workmen press-
ing asphalt into them.

Seeing these last rites brought
back memories of the prominent place
the SAAP train held in the life of
citizens when | was working in the
area in 1938-39,

In those days the public road be-
tween Eagle Lake, Altair and points
west was a nightmare to travel. Where
its riding surface did not resemble a
washboard, the deep ruts discouraged
forward progress. My 1930 Model A
needed its frame tghtened at A.J.
Struss Auto Supply after almostevery
trip.

Other people were more sensible.
They bought tickets on the SAAP,
affectionately called the Dinky (or
Dinkie or Dinke?). They could ride
fairly comfortably to Altair, Rock Is-
land or Sheridan.

The Dinky's diesel engine shared
the first car with a rear compartnient
sealing passengers. Mail, express and

Weed control program is June 1

A program on chemical pasture
weed control is scheduled Wednes-
day, June 1, in Garwood.

Rick Jahn, Colorado County Ex-
tension Agent, announced the pro-

will be held at the Ag. Service
ﬁl}hﬁlﬂhﬁil{w,?lmm
1693, at 3 p.m. One CEU will be of-

fered for private applicators for this
program. Guest speaker is Dr. David
Bade, extension forage specialist.

A similar program s scheduled the
same evening in Whanon. Anyone
interested in the Wharton program
may call the extension office at 409-
732-2082 by May 31 (0 reserve a seat.

additional passengers were relegated
10 compartments in rear cars. The
descriptive details of the train were
provided by Bennie Blair.

I was camped for a few days in the
winter of 1938 in the woods north of
Sheridan, My companion was a free-
service game warden named Skeet
Morgan. My mission, being a wildlife
biologist out of Texas A&M, was 10
study the winter habits of deer. Skeet
was assigned by State Game Warden
Thomas T, Waddell to try tocatch deer
poachers who liked o headlight their
prey in that sector.

Not long after dark on those bitter
evenings, we sal warming by our
campfire and listening to the Dinky
make its rounds westward from Eagle
Lake. Its mechanical sounds floated
gently through the woodlands. The
tinkle of its bell offered a comfort hard
to describe and never 10 be forgotien.

Now the Dinky is long gone with
its tracks finally trailing after. Hope-
fully rail and engine will be associated
once more in a place where railroads
and railroaders can travel forever
onward and upward.

To learn more about Eagle Lake's
wealth of train tradition, read the sec-
tion on pages 30-39 of A History of
Eagle Lake, or visit the Prairie Edge
Museum to view the exhibit contain-
ing illustrations and relics from rail
travel long ago.

Editor's note: Roliin Baker ix a
well kown local kistorian and a mem-
ber of the board of direciors for the
Prairie Edge Musewm.

Commissioners

vides meals in Columbus, Eagle Lake
and Weimar. The Court
$9,000 to the
was asked to give $25,000 this year.
Caroline Osbormne asked for the

Junior College-sponsored program
was losing lederal funding and needed
the monies to continue without mak-
ing any cuts.

“Without your help, we will have
to make cuts. We have cut about
£43,000 from the program since 1987
without losing any services, but we
can’t cut anything else without seeing
a loss of service,” Osborne said.

Members of the Count said they
could not agree (o the substantial in-
crease, especially since Osborne
needed A commitment by June 6., An
indication was made that $9,000 could
possibly be counted on, but Osborne
was not placated. She wold the Court
that if the program did not have fund-
ing, WCIC may simply end i

“They (WCIC) want a quality
program and if we cannot fund what
we have, we may lose it"” Osbome
said. The Commissioners expressed a
concern over losing any of the pro-
gram, but did not take any action.

In other bosiness, the Court:

sAccepted a check from the
Attwater Prairie Chicken National
Wildlife Refuge in the amount of
$27,982 as partof the Refuge Revenue
Sharing Act of 1978, The monies will
gotwo Columbus 1.5.D. (46.29 %), Rice
C.IS5.D. (28.3 %), Colorado County
(22.68 %) and Columbus Community
Hospital Tax District (2,73 %);

s Accepted the resignation of Cyn-
thia Alford as a clerk for PcL 3 Justice
of the Peace Francis Truchard; and

=Agreed to sponsor Lee Gimdt of
the Rock Island Volunteer Fire De-
partment as the county’'s represen-
tative atthe Texas A&M Fire Training
School in College Station.

Witnesses

last year and

Attwater makes annual payment

Stephen Labuda Jr. of the Attwater Prairie Chicken Refuge in Eagle Lake
presented a check for $27,882 to the Colorado County Commissioners’
Court Monday morning as part of the Refuge Revenue Sharing Act of
1978. The monies will be given to Columbus Independent School District
(46.20%), Rice Consolidated Indepandent School District (28.3%), Colo-

rado County

) and Columbus Community Hospital Tax District

(2.73%). From left are Precinct 4 Commissloner Leon “Sonny” Spanihel,
Labuda, Precinct 3 Commissioner Jerome Wicke, County Judge H.O.
“Buich"” Strunk, Precinct 2 Commissioner Johnny Elstner and Precinct 1
Commiasionar Richard Salfert. Banner Press Pholo by Rhanda Lattimore

Summer registration
begins at WCJC

intments are now being
scheduled for the Wharton County
Junior College summer registration.
Students are encouraged tosignup
for both summer sessions at the May
26 registration session due to limied
time later in the summer. Appoint-
ments are required and may be sched-
uled by calling the registrar's office at
409-532-6303.
Advising and registration packets

gather

at Astroarena June 5

Houston will host the upcoming
Special Assembly Day of Jehovah's
Witmesses of Central Texas at the As-
troarena Sunday, June 5. This year's
assembly theme is Closely following
our Great Exemplar.

W.D. Sims Sr., spokesman for the
local congregation of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses, said, "Our Exemplar is Jesus
Christ and he is the greatest teacher
wha ever lived. All who attend the one
day program will learn from Christ's
teachings and his fine example.”

Sims said there will be talks, in-
struction on how Jehovah's Witnesses
in over 230 nations can resist bad
influences present in the world and
model themselves after Jesus Christ.

The program will include counsel
especially for youth 1o equip them 10
successfully deal with peer pressure,
rising crime and violence among
young people and low morals in enter-
tainment,

There will be a baptism ceremony

Flags

Continued from Page 1

any grave of a veteran should be
missed, please contact Post Com-
mander Fred Fmka at 234-2065 or
234.3360 or Adjutant Walier Lee
Bauer at 234-2478 and the oversight
will be carrected.

The theme for the project is “A
Grateful Nation Remembers”.

Scott elected to broadcast board

Rlﬂ:lhtmnf!ulr.ﬂhh} Scott is currently news and sports
Victor Scott of Eagle Lake anda 1978  director for KTSA AM Radio in San
Rice High School has been  Antonio, now the top rated all-news
clected president of the radio division  radio station in San Antomio, He cov-
of the Texas Associated Press Broad-  ers the San Antonio Spurs, broadcasts
casters, He was elected at the TAPB  University of Texas at San Antonio
convention in Corpus Christiin April. basketball and baseball games and

e et
Country
Squares

[ THE EYE CARE CLINICS OF TEXAS

f— —

graduate

radio broadcast contest and plan a
The Country Squares Square

radio seminar for the fall. He is a 1978
graduate of Rice High School.

Dance Club in Sheridan held a gradu-

stion May 16 for seven students.

These seven dancers are now ready 10

join with millions across the nation in

dancing “the national folk dance of
America "
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John D, Hult, M.D.

Full spectrum optometric and ophthaimological services
including contacts, prescriptions for glasses, office and outpatient
surgery, laser, glaucoma, cataract and radial-keratotomy surgery.
‘J‘“, For information

and
appointments,
please call
1-800-535-0186

Sugar Land + Eagle Lake - Halletisville - Yoakum

i 201 Boothe Dr.
an S Eagle Lake
t 409-234-3071
_FAJITAS 5%

-

Diarm LP. Waliara, O.D.

Sunday

$795

XYou Can

gvery FRIDAY 530109 pm. st A
gvery SATURDAY 530109 pm COUNTRY COOKIN’

Buffets

Buffet

P Served

“ 1lam to
1:30 p.m.

Eree Desserts Friday, Saturday & Sunday!

at 11:40 am. for those who have
newly dedicated their lives 10 God.
L.L. Rains, from Watchtower Bible
and Tract Society in New York, will
give the principal talk.

The moming session will begin at
9:55 a.m. and the public is invited to
attend. No collection will be taken,

will be distributed at the appointment
times between 8 am. and 2 p.m.

Registrar Albert Barnes reminds
students who have not taken their
TASP and have taken nine or more
college credit hour that the test scores
must be on file at WCIC prior to reg-
istration for the summer sessions,

Classes for the first session will be
May 31 through July 7. Second ses-
sion is July 11 through Aug. 16. Late
registration for the second session will
be Juna 28-29.
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Happy Birthday )
and

Congratulations

John Morales

Love from,
Jenn & Baby John
>

o

WE DOUBLE COUPONS! !

SEE STORE FOR DETAILS

Pepsi &
Dr. Pepper

12-Pack Cans

Where can you learn how to help
children learn appropriate behavior, how

WILCOX MINIMAX &

200 S. McCarty
Eagle Lake

Pepsi
& Dr. Pepper

2 Liter Bottle

to establish family rules that work, how
to discipline with love, and how to
increase your child’s self-esteem?
By participating in

THE NURTURING
PROGRAM

for parents and their children ages 4-17

Begins June 20 through July 20
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday
1to3pm

at Sunset Plaza in Columbus

Transportation Available
Nursery provided for children under 4

Classes Are Free!
To register, call: ]

By June 17

Sponsored by Colorado County

Youth and Family Services
Funded by & grast from e Tevas Departmest of Protective & Reguistory Services

L

Authority's Environmental Laboratory. The tests three
found the lead following a federal waming in April The s

pumps used in private wells.
Of 48 samples tested by the LCRA lab as of mid-

Lead found in drinking water samples

lﬂdhnbamfuu:dinl!iufdrinkin; waler May, six were contaminated with lead, The levels

samples tested at the Lower Colorado River ranged from six parts per billion (ppb) to 34 ppb with

exceeding the federal standard of 15 ppb.

: lead contaminated samples were all from

about potential lead contamination from certain water residents of the Austin area. State and federal authori-

ties and the people who submitted the samples have
(See Lead, Page 10)
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Outreach ministry holds Bible study

The Citywide Outreach Ministry will hold a Bible study every Monday
evening from7 o 8:30 p.m. at 414 East B St. Everyone is invited to come, bring
a friend, canned goods and good clothing. There will be singing, testimonies,
bread and clothing for needy every third Saturday, 11 am. w 2 p.m.

Heritage Days adds crime exhibit

Heritage Days on the square in Oakland will be held June 4 and 5 with a
special exhibit added on the square. The bullet riddled car of the infamous
Bonnie and Clyde will be displayed with photos and news clips as part of the
Crime Does Not Pay exhibil by the National Crime Museum in Huntsville,
Booths and activities begin at noon Saturday and 10 a.m. Sunday. The unusual
parade is 11:30 a.m. Sunday with barbecue lunch and afiernoon auction.

KC golf, dinner are Sunday

The 10th annual KC Golf tournament and chicken fried steak dinner are

planned for Sunday, June 5. The dinner will be served from 11 am. to 1 pm. |

at the KC Hall for eating there or curb service. The two-person scramble will
be at the Eagle Lake Recreation Center with cash prizes to the winners, Contact
Pinto Broesche at 234-5981 to register for the golf tournament.

Sandcastle contest set in Galveston

The eighth annual American Institute of Architects sandcastle competition
will be held from 11 a.m. w 4 p.m. Saturday, June 4, at the R.A. Apffel Park
on Galveston Island. There will be live music, and exhibitions for the contest
teams and observers, There is no charge for observers but there is a $5 parking
fee. Call 713-622-2081 for information.

Yoakum Tom Tom Fest next weekend

The Yoakum Tom Tom Ars and Craftis Show will be held at Yoakum
Community Center Saturday, June 4. There will be food booths, arts and crafis,
arodeo and other activities. Contact the Chamber of Commerce for information
and entry forms at 512-293-2309 or P.O. Box 591, Yoakum, TX 77995.

Munke-Laux family sets reunion

The 1994 reunion of the Christian Munke and Margaretha Laux family will
be Sunday, June 5, at the Ammannsville KJT Hall beginning at 10 a.m. A
covered dish lunch will be served at 12 with drinks, bread and flatware
provided. All descendants and friends are encouraged 10 attend.

Volleyball tournament set

The annual coed round robin volleyball tournament will be held June § at
the Orchard Park in Orchard. There will be three divisions with t-shirts for the
top three teams in each division. Deadline for entry is June 3. Contact Betty
Supak of information at 409-478-6201 or 713-342-1443.

CARE to study street, gang violence

Street and gang violence is the topic for the June 7 program of Council for
the Advancement of Rural Education (CARE). The meeting starts at 7 p.m. in
the Wharton Civic Center and is free to the public. Matthew Wall, MD, Ben
Taub Hospital and Detective Bond, Harris County Task Force are speakers. To
reserve a seat call Wharton EMS at 409-532-2491.

Laughlin rep at courthouse Tuesday

Congressman Greg Laughlin will have a representative at the Colorado
County Courthouse in Columbus Tuesday, June 7. The assistant will help
residents with any problems conceming Social Security, veterans benefits and
other federal agencies from9:30w 11 am.

Give to county blood drive

Everyone in thecounty is asked to participate in the Colorado County Blood
Dnve Tuesday, June 7, from 9 am. 10 3 p.m. The drive will be held at the
courthouse in Columbus in the third floor grand jury room. Call Diane at 409-
732-2791 w0 schedule an appointment or just come by and give your donation
of blood.

Head Start campaigns for new students

Cen-Tex Family Services Inc., administrators of the Head Start Program in
Bastrop, Colorado, Fayeite and Lee Counties, has announced a new student
enroliment campaign for the 1994-95 school year which begins Aug. 29
Registration will be June 8 from 10a.m. 102 p.m. at the Kelly Vacek Head Stan
Center, 701 East E Street, Eagle Lake.

For further information or an enrollment application by mail, call the
Bastrop office at 512-321-0910.

Healthy Heart Day planned

The Texas Dept. of Health will sponsor Healthy Heant Day in Eagle Lake
on Wednesday, June 8, from 910 11 am. in the E H. Henry Building, 701 East
B St. Adults are invited 1o the free screenings for blood pressure, cholesterol
and blood sugar, nutritional counseling. tobacco education and more. For
information about the event contact Raymond Dillard at the Columbus TDH
clinic, 409-732-3662.

VBS starts June 20

The week of June 20-24 is the community Vacation Bible School for all
children ages four through sixth grade They are invited to attend the fun filled
week of ing and other activities to leam more about Jesus. “Beneath the
Storytelling Tree: Parables Jesus Told” is the theme. VBS will be 9 am. o 12
at the United Methodist Church. Registration is $2. Contact Anna Gertson at
234-2200 or Laurel Milentz at 234-2339.

Tutoring offered for GED

Individualized, self-paced tutoring is offered for the GED (graduate
equivalency diploma) by the Colorado County Youth and Family Services. The
tutoring will be at Sunset Plaza in Columbus for 16-20 year olds. Call 409-732-
8721 10 get information.

Cheerleader camp planned in June

Down to the wire

Members of the Rice High School Class of 1994 stand as the last of the was laken, the studenis were not quite so calm and reserved. They had all
students take their places following their grand entrance into Ralder Gym finished their high school studies. (See Page 6 for additional photos.)

Wednaesday evening, May 25. A little over an hour from the tima this plcture

Headlight Pholo by Jeannine Feering

Mayor Cook, Council discuss a prison here

By Lynda Appelt
Contributing Writer

Eagle Lake City Council heard
newly-elected Mayor Robby Cook
outline preliminary plans to obtain a
prison in the Eagle Lake area during
last week's monthly meeting,

*We don't want to do anything
until we know how the public feels,”
Cook told Council.

A public meeting will be held on
Thursday, June 16, at 7 p.m. The
meeting has been tentatively set to be
held at Eagle Lake Middle School.

According to Cook, the majority
of public sentiment seems 10 Suppon
economic development and a pnson
facility. “Hopefully, after the public
hearing, we will know definitely the
direction the citizens want 1o take on
the project. Community support is a
must.” Cook added.

In order o involve as many citi-
zens as possible in the project, a task
force will be appointed.

Cook, City Manager Ron Holland,
Don Bendy who is the president of the
Industrial Foundation, and Bill Ham-
son Jr. have been making preliminary
phone calls and discussing the project
with hopes of laying initial ground-
work.

The Industrial Foundation is in the
process of collecting commitments
from both private businesses and indi-
viduals in order 10 fund a consultant 1o
put together a proposal from the City.
A video that was part of the proposal
put together for the City of Overon
was viewed by those present in Coun-
cil chambers.

The consultants being considered
are five for five in locating prisons, but

as Cook stated, .. if we go that route,
it costs money.”

In order to save time and money,
plans are to use information from the

old prison proposal.

When Cook was questioned as to  no stone unturned in the pursuit of a
the type of facility the City will pur- prison facility for our City.”
sue, he replied, “We will go after Council held a lengthy reviewof a
whatever type of facility the prison proposed personnel manual prepared
board is looking for and we will leave (Set Council, Page 10)

Local Police arrest two for violence

Eagle Lake Police Department
reported the following calls during the
week ending Monday, May 30.

Officer Lance Segler arrested a
subject Saturday, May 28, at9:30 am.
at Wilcox Minimax for putstanding
warants  from the Depantment of
Public Safety. The subject paid the
fine and was released.

At 3:42 p.m., Officer Segler was
dispaiched in response (0 a report of 2
stolen bicycle. He wok a statement,
On Tuesday, May 31, police were
informed that the bicycle had been
retuned. No charges would be filed.

Sunday, May 29, at approximately
2 a.m., Sgt. Clem Johnson and Officer

Anthony Stovall for public intoxica-
tion and disorderly conduct proc-
essed him and wansported him to
county jail.

While on general patrol Officer
Eric Hart observed damage to the
awning at the Eagle Stop on West Post
Office St The case is under investiga-
tion.

(See Police, Page 10)

The April Otficer of the Month for the Eagle Lake Police Department |s Jake

Garcia. He is presented with a certificate by Police Chief A.E. “Buck™ Hall

Garcia joined the ELPD ss an auxiliary officer sarlier this spring.
Headlight Pholo by Susie Jackson

Hurricane season arrives, be prepared to survive

As the official bumicane season
began on June |, emergency experts
are fine-wning plans to save thow-
sands of lives during and afier any

A cheerleading mini-camp, by the Rice High School cheerlead-
ers will be offered June 20-24. The camps are scheduled at Lake Middie
School from 9-10 a.m., Garwood from 10:30-11:30 a.m. and 12101

ipn for children ages three 1o 15 is $15 per child or $25 for two
e Ranme . Sign wp the first day of camp. Contact Breana Wood for
details at 234-2753.

UH-V seeks alumni

The University of Houston- Victoria is wanting to hear from anyone who
from UH-V as pan of their assessment program. They are

contacting grads 1o involved them in the evaluation process. UH-V is also
:ﬁnﬁuhh“m-lﬂ-m
Carole Oliphant at 512-788-6212

TDH has helped produce a state-
wide emergency recovery plan which
defines procedures, lines of authornty
and resources for agency use in hum-
said this plan

of the con-

. Stone
help overcome

will
fusion that can accompany & major plan if they do not have one.

disaster. “The key to survival and
recovery is advance readiness,” he
stated.

To conserve gasoline or batiery  Stock supplies of food, baby.
power, use car radios only for emer- goods, flashlights and batteries, drink-
gencies, Be sure your car’s gas tank is  ing water and make sure emergency
at least half full at all times. cooking equipment is in working or-

2 Encourage local officials w der.
make & comprehensive emergency 8. Sterilize and fill with water, the
3 Whenevaating e coets &
. ev an area, com-

! become contaminated

of your destination, Take an exa 9, If the eye of the huicane sut
supply of cash, traveler's checks or rounds you, calming the wind for
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